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Explorer Report 2009

This has been a year of Transition for the Explorer Section.

May I start off by thanking Colyn Kemp for all his hard work since Explorers started in 2003. With Colyn’s move to Deputy District Commissioner part way through the year, Stuart asked me to take on the DESC role.

I have enjoyed the change which has brought new rewards and challenges. 

The Explorers have earned a reputation for being helpful and contributing to the activities of other sections in the District. 
Numbers are continuing to grow feeding the existing four Units. The virtual Young Leaders Unit meets to train Explorers for their roles in Beavers Cubs and Scouts. Looking ahead it would be good to establish Units near Groups in areas such as Bramcote/Stapleford. This of course depends on Leaders being available in those areas.

The Leadership team are providing good programmes and I am very grateful for their support.

We have had a number of enquiries from Adults offering to be Leaders. This will help us because it will spread the load. Some Explorers who move on are being retained as well which gets our average age down a bit. We are processing these applications through the new system, and hope to fill the District Explorer Scout Administrator role. 
We have benefited from additional training help for Young Leaders and Explorers undertaking the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Thanks to Dave Bagshaw and Dave Henson for this.
Our major fundraising event was again the Bonfire and Fireworks Display. This provided funds to support the Programmes and could only have taken place with the help of many District supporters- Thank You Very Much!

Remember, remember the 7th of November this year!

We are always looking for help with fundraising, so if this is your forte please get in touch.

Here’s to a great year ahead!

Chris Coats

District Explorer Scout Commissioner
Some Unit Reports:-
Armstrong ESU
This year Armstrong Explorer Unit was moved from Trowell to a new base at the Depot due to low numbers at Trowell.  Following a whistle stop tour of the local scout groups the Unit restarted in June with approximately 5 regular Explorers, by the time of the census this had increased to 8 and has since risen to 12, an excellent start.  Highlights for the Unit for the last year include a very hectic trip to Alton Towers, including the investiture of all 8 on either  Air, Nemesis and Oblivion, I am pleased to report that despite going on each and every ride approximately 5 times, only one explorer turned a funny shade of green!  The next major activity was taking three of the explorers to Winter Camp at Gilwell, all three enjoyed their time despite the -9˚C temperature and are looking forward to going back next year.
Pioneer ESU
· Andrew Cooney – inspirational.  If you put your mind to it, you can do it

· County Camp – Mini Jamboree – exciting night camping out on security.  Didn’t rain as much as usual

· 1st Aid Sims – watching each other squirm.  Interesting learning experience

· Food Tasting – finding out what people can take before they threw up

· Origami – some people are better with their hands than others

· Explorer documentary – Siobhan has been here

· Russian Pancakes – FAILED! Got bread instead
Discovery ESSU (The Water Activities Unit)
I (James Alvey) took over from Chris in September and since then the unit has continued to go from strength to strength thanks to the firm foundations laid down by Chris before he became the DESC.

Despite the change of leadership there has been no let up in the units activities, they have: - 

· Attended the Royal Navy’s annual explorer camp,

· Provided some of the stewards at the district bonfire,

· Helped to teach scouts and guides water activities as part of a service team at Trent Lock Scout Activity Centre,

· Provided members for the front of house team at the Gang Show,

This year is another big year for the unit, looking forward they are participating in 2nd Beeston Sea Scouts Royal Naval inspection where their water skills will be on display for the inspecting officer and dignitaries to see as the group undergoes its annual inspection for naval recognition, they are attending the Sea Scout Centenary at Holme Pierrepont in August which celebrates 100 years of sea scouting.  

Big events aside, they are participating in a number of smaller activities such as back to basics camps, learning new water activities, back woods cooking etc.
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Websites:

http://swnottsexplorers.escouts.net/index.htm 

http://www.nottinghamshire-scouts.com/explorerscouts/index.html
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DESC: Chris Coats. 11, Manthorpe Crescent, 
Nottingham, NG5 4EF. 

Tel:0115 952 2849
Mob:0795 176 9631 
E-mail: c.coats@ntlworld.com


