	[image: image1.png]



	South West Nottinghamshire District Explorer Scouts
South West Nottinghamshire District Scout Council 
Registered Charity No.: 1073964
	[image: image2.jpg]






Explorer Report 2010

This has been another good year for the District Explorers.
We have been considering ways of recruiting more Scouts into the Units. There seems to be a retention of only 60% of older Scouts who go on to join Explorer Units in  the District. Richard Pratt has been helping us with improving this in his role as District Adviser. Richard has designed a Roadshow with the help of Explorers to present to Local Scout Troops. It is hoped that by explaining more about the Explorers there will be more interest in joining Units. Contact Richard for a presentation date.
The plan to start a new (renewed) Unit in Stapleford is coming to fruition. There are Leaders available for this and their programme should be starting up soon. There has been a need for a Unit at that end of the District for a while and it is great to see this established. Providing we have the Leaders and resources there should be no reason to restrict opening new Units where there is a local need.

We are retaining some Explorers as Leaders (some in other sections) which is a great benefit.

We still hope to fill the District Explorer Scout Administrator role. If anyone would like to try this role please let me know.

The Leadership team are providing good programmes and I am very grateful for their support.
Young Leader training has progressed with the help of a training team led by Anne Linsdell. Dave Bagshaw has brought his skills to this area and we are grateful to him and all the helpers including Carmel.
We provide training and assessment for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and we have been helped again by Dave Henson. So far we have achieved 12 Bronze Expeditions completed in October. There will be Silver Expeditions in the coming months. One by water should have completed by the time of the AGM.

I am grateful to the Explorer Leaders for taking this extra training on and supporting the Explorers through the Challenge.

Our major fundraising event was again the Bonfire and Fireworks Display. This provided funds to support the Programmes and could only have taken place with the help of many District supporters- Thank You Very Much!

Remember, remember the 6th of November this year!

We are having to comply with evermore restrictive conditions for the burning of fuel on the fire and we have a lot of clearing up to do afterwards but we still have the support of the University for our efforts. We would like to see more Groups represented at the event this year – please contact us.

We are always looking for help with fundraising, so if this is your forte please get in touch.

Four Explorers (actually 2 Explorer and 2 Scouts) have been selected for the Jamboree 2011 Contingent- Well done to them! We have a major fundraising goal as they need £8400 to enable them to attend.

We are looking forward to some interesting events including a visit by Portuguese Explorers, a talk by Colin Slater and getting the Inger Trophy competition going again. 
I hope I haven’t missed anyone out but just in case I would like to thank everyone who helps Explorers. THANKS!

Chris Coats

District Explorer Scout Commissioner
Some Unit Reports:-
Pioneer ESU based at Chilwell
The Units main thrust this year has been towards the trip to Russia which you will hear more about at the AGM.
It has involved them in preparation, fundraising and a wonderful cultural exchange. 
Discovery ESSU (The Water Activities Unit) based at Beeston and River Trent
This year has been another positive year for Discovery ESSU. Three Explorers have turned 18 in the last year, 2 have become leaders in Scouting and another has gone to Network. We have had several new members join from various places so this has helped to keep our numbers steady in comparison to last year.
2009/10 has seen a major increase in leaders for Discovery. I would like to welcome Abby Polley, Dave Feeley & Louise Bosworth to the leadership team an hope they get as much out of it as the young members do.

The Unit has had a big push on DofE awards this year with 3 Bronze awards being gained and a Silver expedition being completed.

Discovery is going global this year by sending representatives to various camps across the globe. We have attended the Sea Scout Centenary, this was a week long international camp which was held at Holme Pierrepont. We are having a joint summer camp in Holland this year with 2nd Beeston and 2nd Attenborough and two of the leaders are attending the 13th World Scout Moot which is being held in Kenya later this year. After the event they are extending their stay in Africa by travelling to Tanzania where they are climbing Mt Kilimanjaro to raise funds for a much needed new store for Barton Island.
We have maintained a strong  working relationship with Trent lock Scout Activity Centre where once every 6 weeks the unit provides support for the duty team and helps other scouts/ guides experience life on the water!
Websites:

http://swnottsexplorers.escouts.net/index.htm 

http://www.nottinghamshire-scouts.com/explorerscouts/index.html
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